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| would decline a reélection to the Senate, 


ri 


vate ‘life. 
as 4; 
defeat in 
Povaat, hewever » is a different t sort. of. 
is much more likely to take coun- 
courage..and his hopes than his dis- 


‘S.. | cretion and fears. He will go. to the Senate } 


See oe 


| among them or not.’ This 


‘euace, 
o nglish. In the mean- 


re Pere ‘ ‘On 
the. Porta- 
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egraph on the day appointed for 


and face the issues which hig foes, of all com- 
plexions, are mrad him. We wish 


“expones one. of 
shoes ula tethecane'alin te ponb-eer bin. 


-of Congress to interfere in any way with the 
question of Slavery, either in the States or the 
. Territories,—and to leave the people of both at 
perfect liberty to decide whether it should exist 
principle . proved 
highly acceptable to the people of the whole 
Union. ‘It was. recognized as eminently - 
in itself, and as affording a sa’ . 
very welcome method of avoiding future con- 
‘ttoversies between the North and South on ‘this 
vexed question. ‘The Supreme Court indorsed 
w edly lat a nnnetnd en aya 
ibit Slavery in the Territories. . 
~! must be -considered as 
o party: the couutiy, we 
=k e eopengete vanck Statins oe Bald ‘here- 
as a fundamental article of political faith. 
All parties will fall back upon the ‘principle of 
ng ims | Ait parties wil fll but to console themselves 
under the necessity of so doing, they will im- 
mediately begin to differ as to the meaning of 
that principle. And here is a chance for hew 
definitions and consequently for new party 
tests. ' 
The Bichmond Enguirer says that although 
cannot interfere against Slavery in 
the territories, it must interfere in its favor; 
—that slaves as property must be protected by 
law of Congress against the possible interfer- 
‘ence of Territorial Legislatures,—or rather 
against the possible neglect of those Legislatures 
to make any law upon the subject. This is 
to be brought forward as afandamental prin- 
ciple of political faith. No candidate will. be. 
considered “sound,” according to Southern 
quarantine regulations, who does not come up 
to Virginia high-water mark upon this point. 
The device is ingenious and is clearly aimed 
at Doveras. In his canvass of Iinois he fook 


| the ground clearly and distinctly that, although 


slaves would be property in ‘the Territeries 


j under the decision of the Supreme Court, yet 


when there they would be subject, like all other 
property, to the. local law of the Territorial 
Legislatures. Jzvrexson Davis in his. speech 
in Maine asserted the right of those legisla- 
tures to refrain from protecting slave property 
by positive enactment, and said that it would in 
consequénce become of little value. The point 
now, is to require. Mr. Dovenas to ;vote upon 
the proposition that..Congress shall legislate 
upon this subjéét; for the’ ‘protection ‘ of slave 
property within the Hmits of the’ federal terri- 
tories. And, the Bvening Post and other Re- 


od | ‘publican papers are already chuckling over the, 
; een. ieee Rea en We then 
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ge exten 
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find himself involved. 

It» certainly .is, not sett to: quediab: whet 
course he will adopt in such a case. But the 
dilemma will not be half so perplexing as that 
offered to him by the Lecompton bill. Nor is 
it easy to see why he, or anyother Northern 

or, should go to Washington this winter 
with less confidence in the North or more 
dread of the South than they experienced at 
the last session: The events and elections 
of this Fall have strengthened them immensely 
in the positions they have held hitherto, 

In our judgment, the great bedy of the peo- 
ple of all sections and of all parties are pre. 
pared to stand by the principle of Popular Sov- 
ereignty, in the simple and straight-forward 
meaning of the word. They are disposed to 
permit the people of every State and every 
Territory to decide for themselves whether 
Slavery shall exist among them or net,—and 
they will resist any attempt, from any quarter, 
to revive the exploded doctrine of Congres- 
sional intervention, upon either side, or for the 
benefit of either party. . hay doaet.want the 
Slavery question in Congress at all. So far as 
the National Government. is concerned, they 
do not wish the subject even to be‘mooted or 
mentioned in the halls of legislation. They 
regard it as a matter with whith the Federal 
eee 


danger to the stability 
if the South is wise ik 
‘},far 2 permanent trace. Tt’ | 
upon the-sensible declaration of Senator Hax- 


athe bart ight of, conv 
ruber “that. ppficeaneatl 


There are & great many ct 

Tuisepebhe cabelas dete Sone 

Mr. Basaai's Gatling ldon le Matversal Peace. 
The sword must be at once beaten into the 
plowshare, and the spear’ into the ' préning- 
hook, and war must bé- known 0 “more upon 
the earth. In the abstract, there ‘can be noth- 
ing more beautiful! than this abstraction—noth- 


ing more desirable. than its.realization. But }, 


when the orator raver to the’ people of Eng-- 


land that, because it is desirable that — 
should: reign supreme, over the earth, the 

should resolve never more to ‘fight, ‘he ed 
them to leave to the mercy 
of those who may not likewise adopt this mil- 
lenial maxim. To say that people must 
‘never fesort to war, involves advice to submit 
themselves, unmurmuringly to any act of ag- 
gression from their neighbors. 

There is not a more beautiful abstract prin- 
ciple than that which teaches us to uphold the 
weak against oppression from the strong. Yet, 
like other abstract principles, it is not always 
‘practicable nor. does its inforcement. always 
presentitself as desirable. It would therefore 
tdiedbsurd to prescribe’ to a nation that'it 
and | should invariably fight for its weak neighbors, 
as itis to declare that they never must fight 
‘at all or under : ciroumstances. ‘We love 
Peace , as as Mr. Baiour does ; but 
we cannot say that. we love it better than 
national honor, Ke detent, wer an, 


by 9 deepak: meena 
national rights and 


, the sac- 
Mintivaal ssltro. 


syil, to |. 


spoit: seiand-bo' oven “nanee Gchenadble hit : 


ostill greater evil... We donot wonder, there-, 


reasoning, and the value of his advocacy of 
popular rights refiise to support his “ peace-at- 
all-hazards” doctrines. 

In our Own country, however, there is no 
lack of philosophers, who, although they have 
not the ability which distinguishes Mr, Baiaur, 
are fully as impracticable in their views as he 
is in his. We see men everyday eager for 
building up, on a foundation of their own pecu- 
liar ideas of abstract right, all sorts of theo- 
ries. more or leas dangetous to society, and 
familiarly known as “isms.” It is useless to 
argue with these ‘strong-minded persons, of to 
attempt to ‘convince them that Timie will do 
more to redress wrongs than misdirected en- 
‘ergy or willfal and unjust interference with the 
rights of. others. ‘They will listen to no 
such arguments. Time is to wait upon them, 
and not they upon time. If they permit wrong 
they connive at it. It is:not.a question with. 
them whether or not the power of” pérmission, 
or prohibition be legally or properly vested in 


them, or whether it be not pretentiously self- 


imposed. They do not even seek to inquire. if 
on the same grounds (the various standards of 
right and wrong being after all arbitrary and 
comparative) the tables might not be turned 
upon themselves. 

Seriously, we doubt the efficacy of these no 
doubt conscientious, but. somewhat ridiculous, 
straggies to reform the reluctant world, and 
bring it tosegard matters. through the specta- 
cles 0 a dozen well-meaning, but very im- 
pipe «4 ‘philosophers: The world ‘has its’ 

too, and is very epee te adhere to 
hen te aik thalh changes with the changes of 
the times.’ ‘The: promulgation of philosophic 
views does no harm; on the contrary,if they set 
people thinking, they may even do. some little 
good. But for all practical purposes of to-day, 
they are as useless and as vain as the stories 
of the Arabian Nighis. 

——— 
The Pacific Ratlroad. 

Outside of the corruption which so unhappi- 
ly pervades our political syétem, there is no 
one of its evils whose effects are more perni- 
cious to the interests of the country than that 
of procrastination... It lives in our law courts, 


tion whatever with our political existence. 
‘Beyond the appropriation bills which. involve 
the division of the public money among hordes 


how gteat may be its importance to the country 
at large, it must be used as a vehicle for orato- 
rical 


ain 


bbertaryinfiesas ining unkiay 
} lic. are. therefore naturally anxiods that the 


Government should give its’ immediate atten-' 


tion to the subject of the Pacific Railroad, and . 


we trust that the President will, in his message 


certainly be qurs. Such a’ 
future highway of nations, and it is unnecessa- 


ry to dilate on’ the’pecuniary ard political ad-: 


vantages to us which must accrue from ha 

it pasg through our territory. Atany rate, it 
is proper that the Executive should. lend its 
immediate influence to the project, and by spe, 
cial and decided mention of it in the next 
Presidential message to Congress, throw upon 
that bedy the responsibility of prompt action or 
further-delay. Special prejudices in favor of 
particular routes must undoubtedly exist: in 
various localities ; but the national feeling evi- 
dently is that, no matter what section of the 
country: may’ be: chosen ,#is the route of the 
Pacific Railway, a m should at once be 


made, and the work commenced forthwith. 
a enennE es aD 


' A Personal Apology. - 

We have trodden’on the toes of the Herald's 
friends, We regret the necessity which led to 
this encroachment. on our neighbor's sensibilities, 
We intended him no personal harm. When we 
exposed to public pity and disgust the degraded 
and deplorable condition of. the six thousand pros- 
titutes of New-York,—when we made the commn- 
nity acquainted with the horrible condition of 
public morals here, the destructive influence of 
the grog-shops, brothels, gambling hells and other 
houses of ill-fame which cluster. in nearly every 
street and poison the very atmosphere of our City, 
we had no intention of offending the Herald, or of 
trampling on the interests and ‘the feelings of its 
subscribers and patrons. We did not do it for the 
special purpose of lacerating the sensibilities of 
the main supporters of that delicious and refined 
print, though if we had given to the subject the 
consideration it deserved, we should have known 
that we could make no assault in that quarter 
without touching the very apple of the Herald’s 
eye. We confess.our carelessness and stupidity. 
We knew then as well as we know now, that the 
great bulk of the Herald’s habitial readers-are the 
people thus thoughtlessly and ruthlessly assailed ; 
—that there is not a brothel nor’a low groggery 
in the City where the Herald ‘is not consid- 


be resented as a personal and inexcusable wrong. 

We are not, therefore, surprised on the whole at 
yesterday’s onslaught upon us. We confess our 
fault. We forgot utterly the intimate-relations of 
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